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When Dr. Paul Jacobs taught an Adult Education class earlier this year on the
Journeys of Paul, | was reminded of the dramatic conversion of the Apostle. Paul was on
his way to Damascusto seeif he could capture some Christians and return them bound to
Jerusalem. Hereisthe highpoint of his experience, from Acts 9:

Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from

heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to

him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" He asked, "Who are you, Lord?"

The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter

the city, and you will be told what you are to do."

From there, Paul sprung into action to spread Christianity into the world. Ever
since, Christians have wondered if those who came to Christianity via the sudden flashing
light from heaven have an edge on the rest of us. After al, the Apostle seemsto have
such a sureness about hisfaith. When we meet those who experience a dramatic 180
degreeturn in their lives, we witness the intensity of their conviction and wonder what
they’ve got that we are missing. Their certainty can be compelling, yet also unbecoming.

A second way people come to their faith is by growing up in it. Because the New
Testament was all new, it doesn’t cover along span of time, but there was Timothy who,
like many of us, was born into the faith, raised by his parents or grandparents to believe.
Paul wrote to Timothy:

| am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother

Lois and your mother Eunice and now, | amsure, livesin you. (2 Timothy 1:5)

A third model of coming to faith is exemplified in Nicodemus, the Pharisee who
came to Jesus by night, with hard questions. | am encouraged to see that Jesus the
Teacher is patient with the curiosity and challenging questions of those who approached
him. Nicodemus' questions led Jesusto provide some of his most profound insights and
lasting statements, including John 3:16 (“For God so loved theworld...”). Itisoftenthe
student who brings out the best in the teacher. So moving are Jesus' answers that we
might miss the probing questions of hisinterlocutor: Nicodemus was not afraid to ask
Jesus, "How can these things be?" (John 3:9). Have you not wondered the same?

After Jesus was crucified, the gospel tells how Joseph of Arimathea came to Pilate
to let him take away the body of Jesus. Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret
one because of hisfear of the Jews. (John 19:38). The next verseistelling: Nicodemus,
who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and
aloes.” Whilethe Bible does not say so explicitly, the reader may assume that
Nicodemus also became a secret disciple.



S0, the New Testament provides different models. A dramatic conversion. A
growing up in the faith. A probing, searching quest for Truth.

Except when the intent of the questioner was malicious, Jesus welcomed
guestions and took them seriously. In the maturing of your faith, do not fear the hard
guestions.

In April, | will be teaching a course on the Difficult Sayings of Jesus. Hard
guestions will be welcome. Hard answers arerarely available. With many of the
difficult teachings, we must make the best guess and most credible interpretation that we
can and bewilling to say “ | don't know” if that iswhat iscalled for.

Having some uncertainty does not incapacitate your faith. Rather it nurturesiit,
strengthening it to the human level found in the story of the father who asked Jesus to
heal his child, who in honesty and sincerity announced, “ Lord, | believe. Help thou mine
unbelief.” (Mark 9:24, KJV). It seemsto methat gives God alot to work with.

—John Zehring

Welcome to new visitors and to old friends. Welcome to grandparents, to mothers,
fathers, single people and children. Welcome to people of all colors, cultures, abilities,
and sexual orientation, to young and old, to believers and questioners, and welcome to
guestioning believers. Welcome to all who have no church home, need strength, want
to follow Christ, have doubts, or do not believe. We joyfully and unconditionally

wel come you. We hope you find peace and inspiration in our service. YOU are
welcome here!

(Voted on and approved by the congregation January 28, 2007)

Sundaysin April

April 6: SERIES, part 1. Balancing Faith, Critical Thinking, and Common Sense.
Today: Faith. Sermon Talk-back. Communion. Christian Education
Open House — Coffee Hour in lower level.

April 13: SERIES, part 2: Balancing Faith, Critical Thinking, and Common Sense.
Today: Critical thinking. New members meeting. The Baptism of Grace,
Andrew, and Hanna Gaeber.

April 20: SERIES, part 3: Balancing Faith, Critical Thinking, and Common Sense.
Today: Common Sense. Reception of new members.

April 27: Message: “It’sgood to be alive.” Quarterly Meeting of the Congregation
— Children go directly to church school.

April’s Deacon of the Month is Louise Pearson.




Adult Educational Programs

2007 — 2008
All classes meet on Tuesdays from 7 pm to 8:30 pm in the Fireplace Room.

FALL — October 30, November 6 and 13, 2007
Psalms

Tom Butcher

WINTER - January 15, 22, 29, 2008
The Journeys of Paul

Dr. Paul Jacobs

EARLY SPRING - April 8, 15, 22

The Hard Sayings of Jesus
John Zehring

LATE SPRING - May 20, 27, June 3

Discussion of Volunteer Simplicity
Amy Hubertus




The Difficult Sayings of Jesus
April 8,15, 22. 7:00t0 8:30 pm, Fireplace Room
Instructor: John Zehring

Do you find yourself asking “ What does he mean by that?” There are sayings of
Jesus that are difficult to understand. Some appear out of sync with the picture of a
personal, loving, compassionate God of mercy and grace. Others seem to contradict
Jesus' other teachings. This course will tackle the most difficult of Jesus sayings.

Bring aBible. If you have Gospel Parallels from previous courses, it will be
useful (available for about $20 from amazon.com — or office can order you one). There
will be ample opportunity for discussion.

Some examples of Jesus' difficult sayings:

This from the Prince of Peace? "Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the
earth; | have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For | have come to set a man against
his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law; and one®@foes will be members of one® own household.” (Matthew 10:34-36)

The unforgiveable sin — could you commit it? "Truly | tell you, people will be forgiven
for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the
Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.” (Mark 3:28, 29)

Isthisfair? “ For to those who have, more will be given; and from those who have
nothing, even what they have will be taken away." (Mark 4:25)

Divorce — there goes half the population: He said to them, "Whoever divorces hiswife
and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband and
marries another, she commits adultery.” (Mark 10:11, 12)

No marriage in heaven: “ For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are
given in marriage, but are like angelsin heaven.” (Mark 12:25)

No rich in heaven? Jesuslooked at himand said, "How hard it is for those who have
wealth to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it iseasier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle than for someone who isrich to enter the kingdom of God." (Luke 18:24, 25)

Isthere adevil? Do people go to hell? Then he will say to those at his left hand, @ou
that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels’ (Matthew 25:41)

Are other religions wrong? Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me. (John 14.6)



Would you like to join the Kingston Congregational Church?

A meeting will be held April 13 following the worship service for those wishing to
consider membership in the Church. Please enjoy some brief refreshments at Coffee
Hour and then come to the Fireplace Room (directions available at The Welcome Table
in Fellowship Hall) to meet with John Zehring and a member of the Board of Deacons.

Confirmands who became members of KCC on March 9™

Stephanie Couturier Sean Farrell Molly Tortolani
Brendan Dumican Kyle Farrell Katie Wakefield
Rebecca Mather

Progressive Supper Update

Mark your calendars! The 2008 KCC Progressive Supper will take place on April
26™ from 5:00 to 10:00 pm.

The last day to sign up is Sunday, April 6™ in Fellowship Hall.

The Spring Meeting of the Rhode I sland Conference
May 3, 2008
at Hope Congregational United Church of Christ, 120 Wampanoag Trail, East Providence, RI.

Keynote Speaker: The Rev. Nick Carter, President of Andover Newton Theological School.

KCC Delegates:
Canna Falby Jacque Piez Joann Svehlik
Cliff Falby Deb Shaw Wayne Svehlik

Elizabeth McNab Rosemary Wilson Rebecca Harlow — youth



8.

The Kingston Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

QUARTERLY MEETING
Sunday, April 27, 2008
10:45 a.m.
Church Sanctuary
Child carewill be available.

Nancy Holland, Clerk

Tentative Agenda

Call to Order

Adoption of Agenda

Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Meeting- January 27, 2008
Treasurer® Report

Reports. Trustees, Deacons, Christian Education, Mission and
Social Justice, Women® Fellowship

President® Report

Old Business
KCC Mission Statement

New Business

9. Closing Prayer and Adjournment



The Kingston Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Annual Meeting Minutes
January 27, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 10:45AM.

A guorum was declared by Moderator Tom Butcher.

It was M/S/P to adopt the agenda.

It was M/S/P to adopt the minutes from October 14, 2007.

Ben Smith presented the treasurer’ s report. He stated that we should finish 2007 with
about a $5,000.00 surplus.
It was M/S/P to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

Linda Mendillo expressed thanks to Ben Smith for serving as treasurer.

Ken Kermes presented the Stewardship report. The end of January showed pledges just
over $250,000.00 from 170 pledge units. The average pledge was up 3%. The number of
pledge unitsis declining.

Dick Shaw presented the 2008 budget.
Discussion ensued.
It was M/S/P to accept the 2008 budget.

Sue Kermes presented the Nominating Committee’s ballot for 2008.

Sue noted the following: The nominating committee needs one more member. Jim Ross
has resigned from Trustees and Britt Foss will replace him. One name was omitted from
the Investment Committeein error- David Dudl.

It was M/S/P to adopt the 2008 ballot with corrections as noted by Sue Kermes.

Marcus Ferrelli presented the President’ s report. He islooking forward to the coming
year with all the exciting programs and he encouraged everyone to get involved with
Boards and committees.

Old Business-The Mission statement was presented. It was M/S to adopt the Mission
Statement and discussion ensued.
It was M/S/P to table vote until the April meeting.

New Business- It was presented to the congregation to move the Stewardship Committee under
the Board of Deacons for education purposes about giving of time and talents. The fundraising
aspect for the pledge drive will remain under the Trustees. Discussion ensued.

Kevin Munroe will end his term as Assistant to the Pastor in August 2008. Frank Lenox
presented Jan Blackwell as a candidate to fill that position. Discussion ensued. It was
decided to pursue additional candidates who may be interested in the position.

A closing prayer was offered by Kevin Munroe.
It was M/S/P to adjourn the meeting at 12:00noon.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Holland, Clerk



Women@ Fellowship and Church World Service

Thank you to everyone who has contributed money or items, and to those
who sewed school bags or knitted baby sweaters, we do appreciate your support.
We are till accepting donations.

We will be putting the kits together and boxing them up on Wednesday
April 9" from 9am until noon. Y ou are welcome to come to breakfast and to
help. Wewill have enough to complete 30 baby kits, 100 hygiene kits and 200
school kits. Thank you for helping us to help others.

NMen's Fellowshim

April Is Already Here!

Retreat at I[rons Homestead April 25 — 26
Arriveat Irons 6 to 8 PM
8 PM Devotiona led by David Barwise
Free Time for Fellowship
Stay Overnight in Irons Lodge Facility
7 —8 AM Breakfast — Tom Butcher will be Head Chef

In Combination with the Y outh Council —Work Day at Irons on April 26th
Breakfast on your own
Arrive a Irons Homestead before 9 AM
9 AM Inspirationa Talk —Rev. John Zehring
10 - 12 Work on various projects at Irons:
Painting, cleaning, brush clearing, raking, etc.
12 - 1 PM Lunch provided by Men® Fellowship:
Y es, there is such athing as a free lunch!
1 - 2:30 Continue working
2:30 Afternoon break — Those wishing to leave and
Prepare for the progressive dinner, leave now.
3:00 - End of Day — Anyone really ambitious and
Wanting to work more can stay until 5 PM

Sign-up Sheet on Fellowship Hall Bulletin Board

Thank you

With a grateful and loving heart, the family of Cheslie Carpenter
wishes to thank the church family for their support, love and prayers
during hisillness and sympathy expressed at the time of his passing.

“The Lord is our shepherd. We shall not want."
Delight Carpenter



2007-2008 Kingston Congregational Church Music Series
Looking for a Great way to Start Mother’s Day this Year?
Come to a Concert at the Kingston Congregational Church

Mother’'s Day Eve, Saturday, May 10, 2008 at 7:00pm

Featuring:

Valerie Nicolosi, mezzo soprano,
who will give asolo voicerecital,

A Celebration of Motherhood in Song

Valeriereceived a Bachelor'sin Voca Performance

from the Eastman School of Music, Rochester, NY and a

Master®in Vocal Performance from the University of

Tennessee in Knoxville, TN. She participated in opera

apprenticeship and residency programsincluding

Virginia Opera, Nevada Opera, Portland Opera

Repertory Theater, and a nine-month residency with the International Opera Centrum,
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Miss Nicolos debuted in thetitle role of Rossini’s La
Cenerentola with Opera Providence; sang the title role in Gustave Holst®three-man
opera Savitri with Lexington Symphony; and was a soloist in the Boston Ballet®
Midsummer Night® Dream. Other operaroles include Dorabellain Cos Fan Tutte,
Cherubino in Le Nozze Di Figaro, Zerlinain Don Giovanni, Rosinain Barber of Seville,
Hansel in Hansel & Gretel, Hermia & Oberon in Midsummer Night’s Dream, Olgain
Eugene Onegin, Cupid in Orpheus and the Underworld and Suzuki in Madame Butterfly,
among others. www.val erienicolosi.com

The suggested donation is $15 at the door; $10 for mothers.

Contributions to the Concert Series are aso gratefully received:
Sponsor: $100; Patron: $50-$99; and Friend: $25-$49; and will be listed in the program.
Please make out checks to the KCC Music Series (tax deductible within limits of law).



Church School Open House!

Pleasejoin usfor Coffee Hour “downstairs’ after church on April 6th. Come meet
the church school teachers, visit the classrooms, get information about the church school
and “ Safe Church” policies, and have some refreshments with the Teachers, the Board of
Christian Education and the Church School Director!

While enjoying the refreshments provided by the CE Board, please take a moment to fill
out abrief Church School Survey. This survey will help the Christian Education Board
to assess our church school program so that we can provide the best program possible for

our children and youth.

HEl FER PRQJECT
Waell, You have doneit again! A huge THANK YOU from the Church School children
to everyone who helped us beat last year’ s donation to the Heifer Project by over
$140.00! The children raised $1,150.00 and have voted on which animals they would
like Heifer International to give to impoverished families around the world. They have
decided on aHeifer, aWater Buffalo, a Goat, a sheep, atrio of Rabbits, four gifts of
Chicks, and two of Ducks and Geese.

VBS

Savethe date! Canonicus Camp - July 21 to July 25. Y oung people from Kindergarten
through high school will enjoy games, crafts, swimming, nature, music and food as they
gather with other area churches for aweek-long exploration of God’slove. Registration
formswill be available the first week of May — see Joanne if you are interested.

K CC Environmental Task Force News

Remember the four R€=Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Respect our planet!!

Saturday, April 5this A Hazardous Waste Drop Off at Narragansett Beach, Pavilion A.

Go to wwwe.rirrc.org for more information; it might include electronics. Did you know some of
your household cleaners and flea shampoo for dogs are hazardous

and shouldn®go in the trash?

Wednesday, April 22 is Earth Day. Check your newspapers for listings--there are usually events
for children and families at Roger Williams Zoo and RI Audubon the weekend prior or following
Earth Day. Think about what you could do to make a difference for the planet or for your
favorite animal or habitat--make a donation, write a letter, learn something new, at least get
outside and enjoy and appreciate this gorgeous planet we call home!

New Nudge

Experiences of Mystery and Marvel nurture me. While
participating in our Easter Vigil, | felt anew nudge — nudged to invite any
willing to share an experience of love involving Mystery and Marvel with
me, either by phoning (783-5677), visiting, writing me (5 Stonehenge Rd.,
Kingston 02881) or sharing during coffee hour. 1’ll be delighted.

Carol Shilling






