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           Too Many Offer ings? 
 

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind,  
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2nd Corinthians 9:7) 

 
 I hear it.  The Church has a bewildering number of offerings.  The Board of Mission has 
half a dozen major offerings a year.  There are special offerings for emergency relief when a 
natural disaster hits.  For weeks, the children shuffle through the sanctuary with buckets for 
donations to give a Heifer project animal.  There are requests from time to time to give to capital 
needs like the roof, the organ, or the boiler.  On Communion Sundays, envelopes appear for the 
Pastor’s Samaritan Fund.  Change buckets appeal for pocket change, bricks are sold to benefit the 
church, and then there are auctions, golf tournaments, concerts, cruises…  The Women’s and 
Men’s fellowship groups appeal to members for support.  Whew!   
 
 Our support of the United Church of Christ is named “ Our Church’s Wider Mission.”   
That sometimes appears in church budgets under its initials OCWM.  A trustee was asked what 
OCWM stood for. “ I don’ t know,”  she replied. “ I think it stands for OUR CHURCH WANTS 
MONEY!”  
 
 That’s not funny, but there is that sense that every time you turn around, the church is 
asking for money.  It doesn’ t take a rocket scientist to figure out the consequences of so many 
offerings:  pledges get reduced.  Significantly.  The reason:  You can only draw from the same 
well so many times.  Then it gets dissipated.  Anticipating many requests, givers reduce their 
pledge to the church so they will have something left to give to everything else.  Then, the church 
grows weaker.  The Church must be both a giving church and a healthy church. 
 
 But what shall we do?  The needs are so great for so many.  We cannot stop asking for 
help.  And yet, neither can we shoot ourselves in the foot by asking too much or too often. 
 
 I encourage you to see all the offerings throughout a year as opportunities.  Think of them 
as a smorgasbord of opportunities, a cafeteria where you select which opportunities appeal to you 
for “extra”  gifts.  No one expects you to give to everything.  It is better to do a few things well 
than to spread yourself too thin and thereby make little or no impact.   
 
 Church leaders need you to trust their judgment and leadership, to support the church 
cheerfully and enthusiastically with your major gift.  The church already gives, through its budget, 
a very substantial amount to purposes outside of itself – well more than a tithe.  When you pledge 
to the church, you are already giving to people in need around the world.   
 
 Envision all the other offerings as opportunities to make a “second mile”  gift if you are so 
inclined.  See them, not as too many offerings, but as a wonderful array of opportunities to choose 
from.  See your church not as a needy organization wanting money but as a clearinghouse of 
possibilities to which you can give.  In that light, you can’ t have too many opportunities. 
 

                – Pastor John Zehring 

 F 



Welcome to new visitors and to old friends. Welcome to grandparents, to mothers, fathers, 
single people and children. Welcome to people of all colors, cultures, abilities, and sexual 
orientation, to young and old, to believers and questioners, and welcome to questioning 
believers.  Welcome to all who have no church home, need strength, want to follow Christ, have 
doubts, or do not believe. We joyfully and unconditionally welcome you. We hope you find peace 
and inspiration in our service. YOU are welcome here!  
 
                                                                              (Voted on and approved by the congregation January 28, 2007) 

 

 
SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER 

 
October 5 Message:  “ The 8th Deadly Sin.”   Communion.  Pastor Zehring will lead the Time 

with the Children.  Second Hour:  Mike Coffey, The Gospel of Mark.   
 
October 12 Message:  “ Thoughts from the Carpenter’s Shop.”   The Baptism of Taylor Faith 

Bambara.  Second Hour:  Mike Coffey, The Gospel of Mark. 
 
October 19 Message:  “ Torture is Always Wrong.”   Second Hour:  Pastor’s Sabbatical Report, 

in the Fireplace Room. 
 
October 26 Pastor Zehring’s Guest:  The Rev. Dr. Donald Anderson, Executive Minister of the 

Rhode Island State Council of Churches.  Children go directly to church school 
today.  Quarterly Meeting of the Congregation.  Stewardship Committee 
Luncheon. 

 
 

October’s Deacon of the Month is Diana Geisler. 
 

 
Baptism: 
Calista Elaine Weber        Parents: Ward and Amy Weber     August 24, 2008 
William Ward Weber           August 24, 2008  
 

 
In Sympathy 

 
The congregation expresses deepest condolences to the following families: 

 
The family of Sterling Ivison who died on August 16th.  A memorial service will be held in 
Georgetown, Washington, DC, this fall. 
 
The family of Katherine Howard who died on August 21st.  A memorial service will be held in the 
sanctuary on October 4th at 2:00 pm. 
 
The family of Marion Spicer who died on August 23rd.  A memorial service was held in the 
sanctuary on August 29th. 



CONFIRMATION CLASS 
 
Confirmation Class this year will follow a different schedule.  It will begin in early 2009, go 
through the calendar year and will combine both 8th and 9th graders.  There will be more 
information about Confirmation in 2009, but I wanted students and parents to know of the 
schedule change.   
                  John Zehring 
 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 

You may come to the class even if you missed the first class. 
October  5, 12 – Second Hour, following worship in the Fireplace Room 

TOPIC:  The Gospel of Mark 
 
Session 2 - Building a Theology - What is Mark about?  Common elements with and distinctions 
from the other synoptic Gospels  
Session 3 - Summary of Mark©s Theology - Putting together the puzzle of Mark, context, history 
and message 
 
Instructor Mike Coffey has been a member of KCC since 1991, along with his wife Laurie and 
two daughters, and he’s been Chair of the Deacons, Church Moderator, and for the last several 
years a church school teacher for 7th and 8th graders. Mike has a Government degree from 
Wesleyan University and an MBA from George Mason.  He works for Northrop Grumman, 
coaches youth sports, and is a big history buff.  
 
 

Blanket Sunday  
October  12  

     We love Blanket Sunday at KCC – and no wonder!  Now called “Tools and Blanket 
Sunday,”  this offering that goes to Church World Service is just what it says. It’s so “ tangible.”  
 
 We can picture people in disaster areas distributing those blankets to people who have lost 
everything, even a way to keep warm.  We can imagine their excitement as they open a box of tools 
they can use to begin to rebuild their lives. One five-dollar bill can still buy a blanket or a set of 
tools – harder to imagine, but true. 
 
 I remember vividly being on a life-changing Habitat for Humanity trip to Mexico a few 
years ago.  One dark night we watched several thousand indigenous people file into the Zocolo, the 
town square in Cuernavaca.  They were marching from southern villages and towns to ask for help 
from the government. Slowly we realized that they would stay overnight there, on the ground.  
They had only light summer clothing and sandals.  Nothing to cover them in the night in this cold 
high-altitude city.  Dorys, my Spanish-speaking roommate on the trip, couldn’ t stand it.  She hired 
a taxi and tried desperately to find a store that was still open where she could buy blankets. This 
story doesn’ t have a happy ending.  Dorys never found any blankets. But by giving to our Blanket 
Sunday Offering, we can change that story for others.   

 
Please give generously in this time of need around the world.     

Thank you,  
Tina Letcher for the Board of Missions and Social Justice 



 

The Kingston Congregational Church 
United Church of Chr ist  

QUARTERLY MEETING 
Sunday, October  26, 2008 

10:45 a.m. 
Church Sanctuary 

Child care will be available. 
  

 
Tentative Agenda 

  
1.   Call to Order 
  
2.  Adoption of Agenda  
 
3.  Minutes of Quarterly Meeting- June 22, 2008 
 
4.  Treasurer©s Report 
 
5.  Reports:  Trustees, Deacons, Christian Education, Mission and          
                      Social Justice, Women©s Fellowship, Men’s Fellowship 
 
7.   President©s Report 
 
8.   Old Business 
  
9.   New Business 
     
10. Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Kingston Congregational Church, United Church of Chr ist 
Quarter ly Meeting Minutes 

June 22, 2008 
 

The meeting was called to order at 10:55AM. 
A quorum was declared by Moderator Tom Butcher. 
I t was M/S/P to adopt the agenda. 
I t was M/S/P to adopt the corrected minutes from Apr il 27, 2008. 
 
Dick Geisler presented the treasurer’s report.  
Pledges, gifts and fundraising is down from last year. 
Budget deficit is currently $22,470.00. 
The endowment will add $30,500.00 to the budget this year. 
Discussion ensued about specific monetary gifts and was referred to Council. 
Questions were raised about the deficit, the fund raising line, and plans for fund raising. 
I t was M/S/P to accept the Treasurer ’s Report. 
 
Sharon Davis presented the Trustees’  Report. 
We received $5,000.00 from the Potter Fund to repair the chimneys. 
Trustees are hiring an electrician to wire the TV monitors in the choir loft. 
There will be an open forum on September 14, 2008 to discuss the organ façade modification at 10:45AM. 
Trustees are still requesting quotes for insurance policies. 
Ann Lenox will be presenting plans for the kitchen renovation to the Trustees at the July meeting. 
Blue Jean Sunday was a great success. 
Preliminary budget requests for 2009 are due in August. 
Fundraisers are needed to meet the budget line for 2008. 
 
Frank Lenox presented the Deacons’  Report. 
John Zehring will be on sabbatical until mid August. 
Sharon Key will be filling in July 18-29. 
Leading worship on July 20 will be Helen Rowe-Drake and July 27 will be Britt Foss. 
All members are welcome to lead a service, please contact one of the deacons. 
Tracy Heffron, the new librarian will be posting a book wish list for the library. 
In July and August the Flower Committee will be asking members to donate flowers from their 
gardens. 
A new church directory is being considered; the last directory was in 2004. Andrea Richardson is 
looking into this. 
A question was raised about John Zehring making a report on his sabbatical. Discussion ensued. 
Questions were raised about the Music Director’s salary and discussion ensued. 
 
Michelle Davis presented the Christian Ed Report. 
Family Life Committee will hold the church picnic on September 7, 2008. The picnic will be at 
Tuckertown Park and Frank Osterman suggested we organize a softball game. 
Results of the survey taken during the Sunday School Open House will be available to anyone 
requesting a copy. 
The mission trip was cancelled because of lack of youth who were able to attend. 
The small committee formed to investigate the scholarship fund determined that there was not 
enough interest in forming that fund; however they would like to focus on the mission trips instead. 



Tina Letcher presented the Mission and Social Justice Report. 
Thanks to all who donated to the Floating Disaster Offering. Over $2,500.00 was raised and an 
anonymous donor doubled that amount. The offering will go to the UCC’s Wider Church 
Ministries at the National UCC office for help with the disasters in Myanmar and China. 
BOM is also concerned with the disasters in the mid-west and ask that we donate with a check 
made out to KCC marked for “Midwest Disaster Relief”  
BOM is working on a “Celebration for Missions”  fair for October 10th with a pot luck dinner, 
special tables and babysitting for children. Representatives from CANE Child Development 
Center, Habitat for Humanity, South Providence Neighborhood Ministries, and Angelina’s Shelter 
in Chiapas, Mexico will speak. 
  
Elizabeth McNab presented the Women’s Fellowship Report. 
A Board meeting was held on June 12, 2008 and reports are in the office. 
The new year begins in the Fall and again the Women’s Fellowship will have the Gingerbread 
houses, Church World Service and other activities. 
Thanks to everyone who donated time and money to make all the projects a success. 
 
Marcus Ferrelli presented the President’s Report. 
Strategic Planning Committee is reviewing the church surveys and everyone will get an 
opportunity to discuss the facts gathered by the committee. 
There were 79 surveys received with 94 members represented. Marcus recapped his review of 
18% of the surveys and he feels there will be a lot of opportunity for discussion in small group 
meetings. 
 
Old Business- 
Stewardship- the reorganizing of the Stewardship Committee has been tabled until further notice. 
The position of Assistant to the Pastor will be tabled until further review. 
 
New Business- 
Jim Aukerman said the Endowment fund needs to grow. He would like to formalize a process to 
plan for donors and possibly double the endowment in five years. The endowment is currently at 
1.2 million dollars. 
A motion was made by Audrey Hallberg and seconded by Ken Kermes to approve the planned 
giving initiative to create the Spire Society for the purpose of increasing the church’s permanent 
endowment. 
I t was M/S/P to adopt the Spire Society. 
  
I t was M/S/P to adjourn at 12:05PM. 
 
A closing prayer was offered by Kevin Munroe. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Nancy Holland, Clerk 
 
 





“ Casserole Donation Day”  
Sunday, October  5, 2008 

Casserole Committee 2008 
 
 Once again, the KCC Casserole Crew has been there for many of us quite a bit this year.  
Whether it is recovering from being sick or coming back from the hospital...  We©re here!!!  Many 
members have volunteered to prepare and deliver casseroles this year.  However, there will be 
times when a meal is needed quickly...  The Casserole Committee acquired a freezer to store 
donated meals for such occasions.  Now, we are looking for anyone, Casserole Crew Members or 
members of our congregation, who would like to donate a meal to help us restock our freezer.  
The next time you make your favorite stew, soup, or one-dish meal, make a little extra, securely 
pack and label it for freezing with your name, phone, list of ingredients, and directions for heating. 
Bring it to church on October 5 – “CASSEROLE DONATION DAY".  We will be at the 
Welcome Table (before and after service) to make sure it gets to the right place at the right 
time.  Please call Erin Trodson at 782-1771 if you would like to contribute.  

 

Church Women United Massachusetts/Rhode Island 
Fall Meeting 

Join us for a Human Rights Celebration! 
“God’s Wisdom Honors Children”  

Honoree: Sally Mitchell, Rhode Island 
Special Youth Presentation 

BE INSPIRED BY HEARING ABOUT THE WORK OF OUR HONOREE! 
This service is about YOUTH – Bring along a young friend! 

Sunday, October 5, 2008, 2-4 pm 
Place: Kingston Congregational Church 

Cost: $5.00 per person or as able. 
Special guest:  Rev. Donald Anderson, Executive Minister of the RI State Council of Churches 

For further information, contact Canna Falby, 295-9742. 
 

   
URI Basketball 

 
See Jim Ross.  Jim is looking into the possibility of getting a group of adjacent seats 

 for one or two games this year if there is enough interest.  
One possibility is the URI – Brown game on November 14th at the Ryan Center at 7 pm. 

 

2009 Men’s Fellowship Coordinator 
Are you interested in serving the Men of KCC? 

We are looking for someone to take over the role of Coordinator for 2009. 
Limited time commitment – Great opportunity to meet the Men of KCC 

  Contact: Gary Harlow (2008 Men’s Fellowship Coordinator)  
gary.harlow@yahoo.com or 295-2747 

or any of the Men’s Fellowship Planning Group: 
Tom Brillat, Tom Butcher, Marcus Ferrelli, Richard Geisler, Frank Lenox, Angelo Mendillo, Jim Ross  



SPNM©s Chocoholic Frolic and Silent Auction 
 
        Attention all chocolate lovers!   Friends of South Providence Neighborhood Ministries will 
be hosting a fund-raising "frolic" of chocolate eatables (molten chocolate fountain with a wide 
assortment of fruit dips, chocolate cookies, brownies, chocolate candies, etc.) at Camp Canonicus 
in nearby Exeter, RI from 3-6 p.m. on Saturday, October 18, 2008.  We urge you to come and 
enjoy the delights for only a $15 admission fee.  There will also be a silent auction with many 
items (weekend condos, handmade gifts and clothes, gift certificates to many local restaurants, 
tickets to URI sports and theatre events) to bid on.  A strolling musician (our own Marc Ferelli, 
master accordionist) will liven the scene.  Not to be missed and for a good cause!!!!  See Doris 
and Jim Findlay, or Linda Mendillo for admission tickets. 
 

 
From the L ibrary 

 
We have two additions to our library. 
 
The first is Ethics by noted theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  This was donated by 
Helen Geary in memory of her husband, Joseph. 
 
The second book is The Bible as History second revised edition, by Werner Keller.  This 
was donated by Delight Carpenter in memory of her husband, Cheslie. 
 
Thank you to both of them for their generosity. 
Tracy Heffron 

 
 

Thanks and Farewell  
 I want to take this opportunity to thank Kingston Congregational Church for the chance to 
serve you and to grow in my efforts to become an ordained minister. I am particularly grateful to 
John for seeing the potential in me and for nurturing it over the past three years. The deacons 
showed amazing courage in taking a chance on me and to the Council and Congregation as well. 
Your support and prayers have warmed my heart. I can only hope that I have given you even a 
small portion of what you have given me. 
 
 For the next year I will be serving at the First Congregational Church of Vernon, 
Connecticut doing very much the same things I was doing at KCC. I will be commuting there a 
couple of times each week, commuting in the other direction to continue my courses at Andover 
Newton. Between all of that I will continue running my business. I hope that you will hold me in 
your prayers and know that I will hold you in mine. 
 
Kevin Munroe 

 
 

Thank you  
 We would like to thank the Congregation for the sympathy cards and prayers on the recent 
death of my mother, Louise Geisler. 
 
Dick and Diana Geisler 



Volunteers are still welcome for  church school this year ! 
 
 If you have a child, grandchild or young friend and are looking for a way 
to spend some special time with him or her, or you just enjoy spending time with 
children, please consider volunteering in our church school.  This is a great way to 
contribute to the education and formation of Christian youth here at the Kingston 
Congregational Church.  Nurturing the Christian development in our young 
people is a wonderful and rewarding ministry, so please prayerfully consider if 
this is something that God is calling you to do.  We are in special need of a Fifth 
and Sixth Grade teacher.  Worried that you do not know enough about the Bible 
to be a teacher?  Have no fear! Training is available – teaching is also a great way 
to “brush up”  your own knowledge of the Bible stories. To volunteer, or if you 
have any questions, please contact Joanne Gyorgy at 294-7437 or e-mail her at: 
jogyorgy@ver izon.net. 
 
 
Speaking of volunteers. . . 
 
 
Special thanks to Amy Hubertus, Sue Tierney and Sarah Simeone who taught 
during the Activity Times over the Summer! 
 
 
I would also like to welcome back all of the church school children this year as 
well as our great teachers.  A special welcome to our new teachers this year – 
Jane Buxton in Third and Fourth Grade and Sarah Simeone in First and Second 
Grade. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Learn more about Global Environmental Change 
 
The URI Honors Colloquium each year sponsors a lecture series of well know speakers on a topic 
of importance for the URI honors students. It is also open to the general public. This year the topic 
is Global Environmental Change. Myself  (Cindy Buxton), Helen Rowe Drake, and a number of 
people from Kingston Congregational attended the first lecture, on September 9th, which was very 
informative (and a little frightening, I thought ). There was an overflow crowd at this event, so it 
seems community interest was high. Based on the first lecture I would highly recommend 
attending future lectures. They are on Tuesday nights at 7PM. The first was in Chafee Auditorium, 
but due to the overflow crowd the venue has changed to Edwards Hall. Call the University or 
check the web site if you plan to go. The topics are:     
*September 16 -- The Great Global Warming Hoax? -- URI oceanography professors Rebecca Robinson 
and John Merrill unwrap the arguments using documentary film clips. Go to 
<http://www.uri.edu/hc/20080916_Robinson.shtml> for more information. 
 
*September 23 -- Scientific Evidence of Global Climate Change -- Michael E. Mann, director, Earth 
System Science Center at Penn State. Go to <http://www.uri.edu/hc/20080923_MMann.shtml> for more 
information. 
 
*September 30 -- Hollywood Armageddon -- URI professors Kathryn Moran and Tom Zorabedian 
examine film clips from nightmare narratives through their respective lenses of science and film. 
 
*October 7 -- Human Transformation of the Americas Before Columbus -- Charles C. Mann, journalist, 
author of /1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus. 
 
*October 14 -- Impact of Global Environmental Change on Evolution -- Stephen R. Palumbi, professor, 
Stanford University, and author of /The Evolution Explosion: How Humans Cause Rapid Evolutionary 
Change. 
 
*October 21 -- Geoengineering Solutions to the Greenhouse Problem-- Ralph J. Cicerone, president, 
National Academy of Sciences. 
 
*October 28 -- Astonishing Solutions -- URI professors Arthur J. Spivack and James J. Opaluch dissect 
documentary film clips and discuss mitigating the global carbon-climate problem. 
 
*November 4 -- Election Day.*  -- No event. 
 
*November 12 (Wed.) -- California Action on Greenhouse Gases and Climate Change -- Mary D. Nichols, 
chairman, California Air Resources Board. 
 
 *November 18 -- Human Effects on the Ocean and its Ecosystems -- Jeremy Jackson, professor, Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography, UCSD. 
 
*November 25 -- Thanksgiving week. -- No event. 
 
*December 2 -- Solutions to the Global Carbon and Climate Problem -- Robert Socolow, co-director, 
Carbon Mitigation Initiative, Princeton University. 
 
*December 9 -- /It©s a Shore Thing--A Coastal Cabaret -- A fresh, salty and musical look at global 
environmental change in our coastal zones. 7:30, Edwards Auditorium. 
 
Local libraries are also offering book groups about the topic of climate change. For more 
information visit uri.edu/hc or call (401)874-2381  
Respectfully, 
Cindy Buxton for your Environmental Task Force 



Connie and George Fitzelle 
 

 Constance Pierson, better known as Connie, grew up in Cooperstown, NY and attended 
both grammar and high school there.  She received her Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood 
Education from Syracuse University.  She taught in Long Island and later the attraction of skiing 
brought her to Denver, Colorado to teach.  An almost blind date (they had met before) arranged by 
Connie’s sister and George’s brother started their romance.  It was by correspondence since they 
were geographically miles apart.  After Connie made a visit to George in California the romance 
became serious and they planned to get married.  Connie’s father who was a judge and knew most 
of the townspeople made it necessary to invite the whole community in Cooperstown!  It kept 
Connie’s mother busy with wedding plans.  Connie and George recently celebrated their 51st 
wedding anniversary. 

 
            George grew up in Oneonta and went to school there.  He began studying at the University 
of Rochester until World War II interrupted his studies.  He served in the Quartermaster Corps 
which supplied General Patton in Europe.  George was in London for the end of World War II.  
He finished his Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and began teaching in California.  George 
attended the Merrill Palmer School for a year, earned his Master’s degree at Harvard Graduate 
School of Education and his Doctorate at Cornell, and began teaching at UCLA.  Connie and he 
married and their son, George, was born in California and he also earned his Doctorate at Cornell.  
Today he works for the Veterans Administration.  Their daughter, Elizabeth lives in New Jersey 
and Mary, nearby in Warwick.  Both daughters carry on the family tradition: Mary is a social 
worker and Elizabeth specializes in work with young children.  Connie and George have six 
grandchildren: two boys and four girls.  

 
 Russ Smart, George’s mentor at Merrill Palmer, was responsible for bringing George to 
URI where he taught for 30 years.  He had a sabbatical at Tavistock Clinic in England and they 
both love to visit England and tour gardens there.  During this time Connie managed to earn three 
Master’s degrees, in Education, Counseling, and Marriage and Family Therapy.  George and 
Connie worked for many years in Family Therapy and although George has retired from it, 
Connie is still active. 

 
 Both George and Connie are ardent gardeners.  George still spends hours working in their 
garden.  They both exercise by walking each day and watch their nutrition to keep them fit.  
Connie loves to cook and George says her desserts are wonderful but a temptation.  I hope he’s 
keeping track of his nutrition.  Both Connie and George grew up with cocker spaniels and that’s 
the breed they always choose.  They have an active dog named Henry who has a beautiful blond 
coat of fur. 
 
 They have belonged to this church for about fifty years and have always been active in it.  
Both were deacons and on social action committees.  Connie served on the Christian Education 
Board and Nominating Committee.  George also taught Sunday School and has served on the 
Kingston Library Board.  Connie has belonged to garden clubs and is involved with Women’s 
Fellowship, Every Tuesday Club, and many other women’s groups.  As you can see, they are both 
very active in the community and our church. 

 
Submitted by Pat Weeden 


