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The Most Wonderful Time of the Year…. 

 
There is much to celebrate and enjoy during this month of annual festivities and holy days. I 
personally love the season of Advent. It is the season set aside to connect with our deep yearning 
for God. The coming of Christ is an answer to a need. Advent invites us to name the places in 
our lives and in the world where we are in need of redemption, healing and grace. Arriving at 
Christmas by traveling through the landscape of need and hope allows us to receive the good 
news of incarnation as the stunning and joyous proclamation that it is. If we allow ourselves to 
go below the surface and join the faithful cry, “Come, Lord Jesus, come,” we have a chance to 
welcome God into our lives in ways that really change them.  
But going below the surface puts us in touch with feelings and memories 
that might be less than welcome at this jolly time of year. Yearning and 
emptiness make for good spiritual reflection but rough holiday party 
conversation. The truth is Christmastime is bittersweet for many. The season 
is full of nostalgia and memory that create wistfulness and ache. A recent or 
long-ago loss of loved ones or friends, or life’s changes, are often felt more 
keenly this time of year.  
That is why the Deacons and I are offering not just the traditional Advent 
and Christmas services that focus on the promise of joy, but also The 
Longest Night service, dedicated to making space for yearning, need, 
longing, and grief. The Longest Night service is a Christmas service. It is 
part of the proclamation of Christ’s coming and celebration of Nativity. But it 
is a celebration fully entwined with our real lives that, below the surface, are 
touched by pain.  
Inside this newsletter find a full list of Advent and Christmas services, as well as other seasonal 
opportunities to share joy and fellowship. We will rejoice once again that “love came down at 
Christmas.” But we will also leave space for the harder holy feelings, too. Come, on the longest 
night of the year to our Longest Night service and light a candle to shine in the darkness.  

 
A Service for the Longest Night: 

Tuesday, December 20, 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary 
 

Grace&Peace, Rev. Jan 
 

 
 

 F
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Again, this holy season, we are using resources and ideas shared with us by the creative 
worship collaborative called A Sanctified Art. The worship resources they created for this 
year’s Advent and Christmas seasons all relate to the overarching theme: From Generation 
to Generation. Here is what the creators say about the theme: 
 

The stories, scriptures, and traditions of the Christmas season have been passed down to us 
throughout the generations. Many of us enter this season with a swell of memories and emotions as vast 
as the cultural and religious rituals this holiday holds. Like a tapestry woven throughout time, the 
Christmas story weaves us in—to remember how God has shown up in the past, to continue the work of 
collective liberation, to behold the presence of God in flesh and bone. As we read through and studied the 
scriptures we selected, a line from Mary’s song of protest and praise gave us pause: 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
from generation to generation. 
(Luke 1: 48b-50) 
Despite the challenges and vulnerability she faced, Mary could glimpse the scale and scope of the good 
news she was part of bringing forth. This good news transcends time and space—it was and is bigger than 
just her. Christ is coming for collective liberation: God’s redemption is at work for years to come. 
Therefore, the promise is meant to be lived out and passed on from generation to generation. We 
encourage you to pay attention to each of the characters in these familiar narratives and ask: What did 
each person pass on or contribute? How did they either participate in God’s liberation and love—or try to 
thwart God’s justice? What can we learn from them, and what is our role now? What will we pass on to 
the next generation? 
 
 

Sunday, November 27: First Advent. Isaiah 2:1-5. Matthew 1:1-17. From Generation to 
Generation There’s Room for Every Story. Katie Howe, preaching 
and leading worship. Our series begins with Matthew’s genealogy. In 
that long list of names, we remember the trauma and triumph of those 
who came before; each name holds a story and their story gives way 
to Christ’s story. God works through the unexpected people and 
stories of the past and present. When you zoom in, you may not be 
able to see how each character propels the story forward, but when 
you zoom out, you can see how each story is woven together into a 
larger tapestry. The Isaiah passage illustrates a convergence of 
opposing groups and identities coming together. Instead of the way 
of the past—of war—they learn a new way by transforming their 
weapons into gardening tools. What are the old paths that we’ve 
followed, and where must we diverge into a new way? 

(Stay for Advent Workshop after worship!) 
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Sunday, December 4: Second Advent. Isaiah 11:1-10. Luke 1:26-38. From Generation to 
Generation God Meets Us in Our Fear. When the angel Gabriel comes to Mary, she is perplexed 
and confused—and no doubt, afraid. And yet, the angel’s news is: “Do not be afraid.” Do not be 
afraid. We hear this refrain all throughout the Christmas story and remember it is the most 
common phrase in all the Bible. From generation to generation, God shows up in the midst of our 
fear and uncertainty and confusion. From generation to generation, faithful people have said, 
“yes,” despite apprehension. From generation to generation, our ancestors in faith have accepted 
the invitation. The prophecy in Isaiah paints a vision of what we work toward when we say “yes”: 
righteousness and equity reign, the wolf lives with the lamb, no harm or hurt shall destroy the 
earth, a child shall lead the way. This is the vision passed down to us: we must pursue it and make 
it real. 
 
Sunday, December 11: Third Advent. Isaiah 35:1-10. Matthew 1:18-25. 
From Generation to Generation: We Can Choose a Better Way. An 
interruption in Joseph’s life becomes a holy invitation when the angel 
comes to him in a dream and says, “Do not be afraid.” When he awakes, 
Joseph once again has the courage to choose a better way. He chooses to 
stay with Mary, to become an adoptive parent. He chooses peace over 
violence, grace over condemnation. Like Mary, he chooses to say “yes.” 
When have our ancestors also chosen a better way, and when have they 
not? Isaiah 35 is a vision of what happens when we choose a better way: 
the wilderness blooms, water breaks forth in the desert, eyes are opened, 
ears are unstopped, sorrow and sadness flee away. A highway shall 
appear and it will become a holy way. 
 
Sunday, December 18. Fourth Advent. Luke 1:39-45; 56-58, Luke 
1:46-55. From Generation to Generation: We See God in Each Other. In this moment of 
profound solidarity, Mary and Elizabeth see the divine in one another. This connection inspires 
Mary to sing her radical hymn of praise, declaring how God’s liberating love remains steadfast 
throughout the ages. From generation to generation, we can see how God is at work in our 
relationships. We find God in each other. The way we see the divine in each other impacts how 
we live and move in the world. When we view every human being as a child of God, we generate 
a different world. World Premiere! “Breaking News! A Christmas Skit” written by Rev. Jan 
and performed by KCC kids! 
 
Tuesday, December 20. The Longest Night Service, 7:00 PM, Sanctuary. This is a service for 
all of us who are seeking ways to integrate the harder holy emotions that Advent and Christmas 
evoke into our celebration of Christ’s coming. Heartbreaks and burdens of all kinds have a way to 
feeling especially keen at this time of year. At the Longest Night service, we gather on the longest 
night of the year to remember the light that shines in deep darkness. We give ourselves space to 
both feel and honor our losses as well as our joys. Come enjoy comforting space and a chance to 
hold those for whom our hearts ache in prayer and candlelight. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



"How God Shows Up" by 
Lisle Gwynn Garrity | A 
Sanctified Art LLC | 
sanctifiedart.org 

 
 

 
 
Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve. Luke 2:1-10. From Generation to Generation: We Tell 
This Story. 
We tell this story every year. We tell this story because it illustrates so clearly 
God’s desire to be in relationship with us. We tell this story because we, too, 
are invited to come to the manger and witness the miracle of birth. We tell this 
story because it brings us hope and good news—hope especially for those 
deemed powerless, unworthy, or unwelcome. We tell this story because it is a 
story we need to hear again and again; if we didn’t tell it, what would become 
of our faith? And so, on this night, we tell this story to pass along this good 
news and to continue to thread together the generations with hope. 
 
Sunday, December 25. Christmas Day. John 1:1-14; Luke 2:15-21. From 
Generation to Generation God Dwells with Us. “And the Word became flesh 
and lived among us...” (John 1:14a). Unlike the other gospels, John’s gospel 
offers us a cosmic glimpse of Christ’s birth. Christ’s beginning was with God, therefore, Christ 
has been with us since life began. On this Christmas Sunday, we celebrate the many ways God 
dwells with us from generation to generation, since the beginning of time. Like Mary pondering 
the angels’ message in her heart, we invite you to dwell in your worship, perhaps embracing 
stillness, contemplative practices, creativity, and prayer. In the fullness of this season, come dwell 
with God—in silence or in song, in prayer or in stillness. 
 
Sunday, January 1. Epiphany (Observed). Matthew 2:1-23. From Generation to Generation 
We Keep Seeking. Frank Lenox preaching and leading worship. Holy Communion. The Magi 
were seekers. They sought wisdom, they sought the divine, they sought fortunes to tell the future. 
Their seeking leads them to Jesus, the newborn king of another culture and religion. And yet, their 
seeking is also what protects them from Herod’s deception and harm. After the Magi go home by 
another way, Joseph is visited again by an angel in his dream. This time, the angel brings a 
warning, and like before, Joseph heeds the message. Fleeing from Herod’s massacre, Joseph, 
Mary, and baby Jesus seek refuge in Egypt; they remain there, living as immigrants, until Herod 
dies. Like the Magi, may we seek the divine and be willing to journey closer to God. Like the 
Holy Family, may we seek safety for all families who are under threat. This new year and every 
year to come, let us keep seeking— wisdom, justice, and a better world. 
 
 
Advent Daily Devotional Available On-Line or in Print: 
 
Our friends at A Sanctified Art have provided a special e-
reader version of this year’s Advent devotional, which you 
can access on your computer and mobile devices: 
online.flippingbook.com/view/261712895/  
In order to protect their work, please refrain from sharing this 
link or posting it on social media. 
 
If you would like a printed version of this Devotional, please 
contact the church office. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.                                  
      

 
December’s Deacon of the Month is Lori Ann Hiener. (lhiener@cox.net) 

 
  

Saturday, December 3rd 
2022 Kingston Village Christmas Fair 

 
For more than 50 years, the people of Kingston Village have gathered together to welcome in 
the Holiday Season with a traditional winter fair.  Come stroll the village and visit our unique 
blend of community groups and small businesses, each offering a range of opportunities to 
celebrate the festive season. 
 
- At KCC, the Fellowship Board will be hosting a warming and wonderful soup and salad 
luncheon from 11am - 1pm.  
- Back by popular demand, Women's Fellowship will be hosting their charity fundraiser bake 
sale, from 9am to 1pm.  
- Elizabeth McNab and friends will be offering historic tours of the church sanctuary. 
 
Volunteers needed:  
Bakers - donate delicious baked goods on Dec 2nd, signup at https://tinyurl.com/KCCbake22 
If you're not a baker, consider donating purchased goods and/or donating 2+ hours of your 
time to help holiday shoppers who stop by! 
All proceeds from the bake sale will be donated by Women's Fellowship to local charities in 2023. 
 
See all the activities happening throughout the village at https://www.kingstonvillagefair.org 
 

 

An Invitation from the Board of Music: 
 

Oh, Come All Ye Carolers! 
 

Old-Fashioned Christmas Caroling 
 

Tuesday, December 13th from 3:30 till 4:30 
 

Outside the Front Door of the Sanctuary 
 

ALL welcome! 
 

Booklets of carols will be provided. 
Feel free to wear festive, Christmas clothing. 

Cocoa and goodies will follow in the Fireplace Room. 
Please email or text Margaret Bradley to let us know you will be attending. 

(This way we can let you know if we must cancel.) 
peteandmargaret@verizon.net; (401) 225-5463 

Send URI home from the last day of classes with renewed energy and inspiration! 



 
 
 
 
 

Special Christmas Offering 
 
It is our tradition at KCC to gather cash donations for a special "Christmas Offering" every 
year. With so many competing needs in our local, national and international community, it's a 
challenge to decide where we can have the most significant impact. The Board of Missions 
and Social Justice would like to share with you the organizations that will be receiving our 
donations this year. Please be on the lookout for Christmas Donation Envelopes in a pew near 
you! And please give generously as the need is stronger than ever. Let's see if we can surpass 
last year's collection of $4,292!  
 
Dorcas International Institute of Rhode Island   
 
This is an all-encompassing multi-service agency that provides adult education, language 
learning, job training, citizenship and immigration services, refugee resettlement, translation 
and interpreting, clothing and household needs, and more. 
Dorcas International | Rhode Island Non-Profit (diiri.org) 
 
UCC Refugee Ministries 
 
The Refugee Emergency Fund allows the United Church of Christ to welcome the stranger in 
times of emergency. This fund supports resettlement, and refugee emergency needs. They 
have a long history of providing and creating robust structures of welcome for the 
resettlement of refugees and the protection of asylees within the US, while advocating for and 
responding to the needs of those displaced globally. 
Refugee and Migration Ministries - United Church of Christ (ucc.org) 
 
Doctors Without Borders 
 
DWB provides independent, impartial medical humanitarian assistance to the people who 
need it most. They care for people affected by conflict, disease outbreaks, natural and human-
made disasters, and exclusion from health care in more than 70 countries. 
Home | Doctors Without Borders - USA 
 

 

Sunday, December 11 
4PM-6PM 
Messy church is an experience for 
individuals who may or may not otherwise 
attend church to come together with 
creativity, celebration and hospitality. Our 
December theme will be Advent and 
Christmas. We will be discussing the 
important characters in the Christmas story, 
following the star, as well as exploring who 
the important characters are in our own 
story. We hope you will join us on this 
faith journey together! 

http://kingcongchurch.org/messychurch/  
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Board of Music is happy to announce that  
Eden Casteel is joining our staff as Interim Music Director.  

 
Eden is a voice coach, arranger, musical director, and active 
performer based in Wakefield RI. A native of Dublin, Ohio who 
moved to Rhode Island in 2010, Eden has served as an itinerant 
church musician in churches, temples, and parishes across the 
Ocean State. Eden brings energy and passion for selecting and 
leading music that suits the individuals and groups she works with. 
She is committed to helping our KCC music program sustain and 
evolve in its tradition of making music to glorify and enhance the 
worship of God. 

http://www.edencasteel.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that KCC has an active 
Prayer Chain?  
 
“Prayers of the People” is a deeply cherished tradition of our 
Sunday morning worship. But prayer is sought and needed 
other days as well. Please consider signing up to be a member 
of our KCC Prayer Chain which entails receiving occasional emails from Rev. Jan requesting 
prayers for specific people who have asked to be prayed for. As the Prayer Chain email list is 
a “closed” group (does not go out to the public, unlike our recorded worship service) we can 
use the full names of people requesting prayers. For those requesting prayer, it is a great 
comfort to know there are prayer advocates at their side. The only task for those who are 
praying is to read the email and pray for the person/situation in any way that is natural for 
you. There is no need to forward the email (in fact, the email should NOT be forwarded as 
this is a closed recipient list). To sign up to join the Prayer Chain or to request prayers, please 
email Rev. Jan at revjan@kingcongchurch.org.  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

CALLING ALL KING CONG YOUTHS 
(From kindergarten to 12th graders) 

 
Can you believe that it is time to think about Christmas already!!! 

WE need your help in telling the Christmas story. 
 

We will be recording the various parts on Saturday, Dec 3rd and 
Sunday, Dec 4th after church. 

 
Please let us know if you have a preference on a part or a day and 

time and we will try to accommodate you. 
 

The final “production” will be shown on December 18th and scripts will 
be distributed around thanksgiving weekend. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

I personally want to Thank Everyone for 
the successful Trunk or Treat Event especially: 

The traffic patrol man, the trunk decorators, the people waving to the cars 
driving by, the cooks even those that did not attend, and also those who 

helped pass out treats and donated candy. 
We could not have done this without All of the above. 

There were 14 trunks decorated and we had about 55 treaters! 
 

Another Thank You to Everyone who participated in our first MESSY 
CHURCH.  WE could not have done this without YOU! 

 

EVERYONE’S  SUPPORT MEANS THE WORLD TO ME SO THANK YOU! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

              From the Director of Christian Education 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                 

cordially invites you to the 

Ordination Service  

of 

Cheryl Boyd von Ehrenkrook 
 

Sunday, 4 December 2022 at 3:00pm EST 
at 

Kingston Congregational Church 
2610 Kingstown Rd. 
Kingston RI 02881 

 

Clergy are invited to robe and wear red stoles. 
 

An offering to benefit the UCC ONA Coalition 
will be taken during the service 

 

Reception to follow. 
 

If unable to attend in person, please join on Zoom.  
 Email cherylvone@gmail.com for link. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Habitat Home Dedication 
 

Please join South County Habitat for Humanity on Sunday, December 4th at 2PM as we dedicate 
the 58th South County Habitat for Humanity home and celebrate the 121st family served along 
with all of the supporters who made it possible! 
 
Location: 1490 Mooresfield Road, South Kingstown 
 
Parking: There is NO parking available at the home, please park at 2291 Kingstown Road, 
Kingston (Christ United Methodist Church) – there will be shuttle vans taking attendees to and 
from the event. 
 
Attire: This event will be indoors and outdoors - please be dressed for the weather. 
 
Thank you. 

 

 
How do you use your resources to support your values? 

 
The fall study group is discussing the book “Practicing Our Faith”. On Sunday October 16 th 
we discussed the chapter titled “Household Economics”. This chapter encouraged readers to 
use resources including money, “stuff”, time, energy and talents to support their values. A 
discussion followed about simplifying our lives in a variety of ways and using our purchasing 
power to support our values. I agreed to list ideas any of you had to live your values. I will try 
to list the ideas I heard in the meeting as well as any ideas any of you share with me. Please 
send any ideas to my email cabuxton1@gmail.com and I will copy and paste them to the list. 
This will allow all of us to benefit from each other’s ideas. I can’t wait to hear from you! Here 
are ideas I heard: 
 

1. Clear out unused clothes from your closet and donate or recycle them. 
2. Buy clothing made by workers earning a fair wage and working under respectful 

working conditions. (research brands) 
3. Buy used clothing 
4. Before buying an item ask yourself, “Do I need this?” 
5. Look for items made with fair labor even if they are more costly; and buy less. 
6. Reduce time spent on “Busyness” in favor of spending time on things that fit with 

your values. 
7. Look at items around your house and ask yourself, “do I need this?” 
8. Purchase coffee and tea marked “fair trade” 
9. Use recycled paper products and environmentally friendly cleaners 
10. Buy local; visit your local farmer’s market 
11. Eat less meat  
12. Eat more organic foods 
13. Consider solar panels 
14. Schedule a RISE energy audit 
15. Schedule time to shut off media and spend it with someone important to you. 
16. Skip the dryer and hang your clothes to dry when possible. 
17. Take your vacation time! Spend it doing something that fits with your values. 
18. Volunteer doing something that fits with your values. People who volunteer report 

feeling less stressed and a greater sense of purpose.  
19. Set aside time for prayer 



 
 
 
 

The Kingston Congregational Church 
 

Anyone who would like to give a Christmas Poinsettia in 
memory of a loved one is requested to complete this form. 

 
Please return this form with your payment to the church 

office or place in the collection plate by December 11th.     
 

The cost per Poinsettia is $15.00. 
 

I would like to purchase _____ poinsettias at $15.00 each for a total 
amount of $_________. 
 
Given by _______________________________Date_________ 
 
Please choose one sentiment per poinsettia: 
 
“In memory of ______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________” 
 

or 
 
“In thanksgiving of _________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________” 
 

or 
 
“In celebration of ___________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________” 
 
Please check one: 
 
 I would like to take my poinsettia following the service on Christmas Eve.  
 

 I would like to take my poinsettia following the service on Christmas Day.  
 
 I would like to take my poinsettia following the service on New Year’s Day. 

 


